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It is by no means certain that the administrative
prohibition of the export of feathers from India,
which dates from Lord Curzon's day, will be main-
tained, nor is it satisfactorily established that such a
measure is fair to those who are engaged in what is
after all a legitimate trade, and might be carried on
without objection, if the birds with which it is
concerned enjoyed a close time, such as birds of
game enjoy in this country.

In the native States of Travancore and Cochin,
in which the writer had the honour to be British
Resident, elephants are wisely and efficiently pro-
tected, as indeed they are in British India, but
protection is needed everywhere for the bison, the
wild goat, and indeed for game of every descrip-
tion, as well as for the tigers, which are being
rapidly exterminated in some parts of the country,
to the detriment of the agriculturists, to whom
they are such good friends, as well as to the dis-
credit of the Government, which puts a premium
upon the destruction of useful allies.

Formerly any one who pleased, without any
kind of permission or acknowledgment, shot in the
forests of the native States, and in any forests in
British India, though reserved forests are now
closed to shooting, as well as to all unregulated

entry.

In Kashmir an efficient game preservation
department was first formed, and there licences